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province, except at Congress gatherings, because
most of his active political life since 1921 has been
spent in jail. Either the Government has placed
him there without trial, as a preventive measure,
or else he has been arrested for raising the cry of
independence and making inflammatory speeches.
In one personal peculiarity he is strikingly
different from Mahatma Gandhi: for while the latter
is very short in stature, Abdul GhafFar Khan is
almost gigantic. In the district round his own home
he is commonly called "Badshah" (King) on account
of his commanding presence and noble character,
In earlier days before he had suffered from his long
imprisonments, he must indeed have been a magnifi-
cent specimen of humanity, truly "royal" in his
appearance; but when I saw him in the late autumn
of 19343 and again in 1936, he was terribly reduced
and haggard, though always cheerful and uncom-
plaining. He had become a king among men, m a
much deeper sense than before, leading a simple,
ascetic life, devoted to prayer, immensely fond of
little children, without a trace of bitterness of spirit,
in spite of all he had suffered. Suffering, indeed,
had already marked deep furrows on his face, and
the pale, hollow, sunken cheeks told their own
story of recent illness in prison from which he had
hardly recovered.
If I had not been able to spend long days alone
with him in intimate fellowship, I could not write
of him as I am doing now; but in the course of a
very varied life, with wide experience of all sorts and